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T O 

Mrs. Martin, 

Madam, 

\HE Scheme of the fol- 
lowing Sheets being to con- 
fider your excellent Father, 
chiefly in Publick Life, 
there was no Opportunity of doing 
Tou Jufiice : Permit me therefore 
in thisAddrefs tofay^ that Dr. Brav 
has left a Daughter worthy of Him" 
/elf and to wifh that She may long 
enjoy thofe Bleffmgs which Providence 
generally hefi(yws upon the Pofterity 
of the Righteous, Accept this as the 
fincere RefpeSi of 

Madam, 

Your moft obedient, 

Humble Servant, 

The Editor. 
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THE 

Life and Designs 

Of the Reverend 

Thomas Bray, D,D. 

|R. Thomas Bray was born zt Mar- 
ton in the County of <9<i/(?/, in the 
Year of our Lord 1656, his Parents 
were Perfons of good Reputation, 
Inhabitants of that Place ; his Infancy dif- 
covering promifing Parts, he was early font 
to the ^hool at Ofweftry^ in the fame 
County, where many Gentlemens Sons had 
then their Educatioi, and were prepar'd 
f(Mr the Univcrfiiy ; his dofe Application 
to School-Learning, (bon qualify'd him for 
this Remove, as it dfo determin'd his Parents 
to dedicate him to Religion and Learning ; 
accordingly he was enter'd of Hart-HaU in 
Oxford ; here he foon became a confider- 
able Proficient in Theological Studies, as 
well as the other Sdoices proper to the Pro- 
fedion fear which he was intended : But la- 
bouring under the common Di&dviaitages ' 

of 
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a narrow Fortune, his Circumftances not per- 
mitting a longer Reficfence at Oxford^ Ks 
lett the Univeriity fooii aiter he had coiz»-< 
mencedBatchdor of Arts : However-," Sboiit 
this Time he entered into Holy Orders, and 
tlie firft Parifh wheran Providence placed 
him to exercife his Spiritual Function, was 
near Bridgenorth in Shropjbire, his native 
Country ; from whence, after a Ihort Con- 
tinuance in the Station of a Curate, he re- 
mov'd into Warwtc^irey where he tvd 
Chaplain in Sii Ibemas. 'Pricti Fanjily, of 
^ark'HaUt and had the Donative of Lay- 
Marfin given him by Sir Thomas ; tEus 
^v'd in the Events a, very adwamtageous 
Change of Situotioav for fiving now to thes 
Neighbourhood: of Cokf^B, ha exemplary' 
Behaviour and (fifttngaifleil DiKgerice in 
hisCaUiag,, introduced litm inca tjte Ae> 
^aamtaace of Mr. KettieweU, Sa Ckdrl&s^ 
Utlty and the Lord Bimm Vigty* One 
Incident whkb cjoatriloaicd to ellablift his 
Cbara^r att this Jun(9ure. vrtsia^ppfack- 
ing. (be A^ae-^Senmota at ff^Mtwiek j <xt' 
which Oceafioo MKi9r<9',.tbo' but? young, 
ac%iutted> bimlelf to tbt Sati^dlton of the 
whoie Audieace; oocof which, the Lord- 
Dig^ was pieced afterwards to hoi^oor^ 
lum witb many Wtoo& of bis Fncndfbip^' 
and. EfllQeBi, recomimiKlingi hin^ aH^ to^ 
hi^ BjB^V^t, th» pccfeot' Lord Bijf&^f i Re^ , 
coauneodHtion wbidi «)i>caiii'd bun the ¥i-' 

carage 
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caragc of OvetC'fp'hifacre, ia the fyme 
Coiincy, £vace . augtnented by his Patn>n'$ 
uncommqa Geperolicy ot endowing it with 
the grea^ Tyches. In the Year 1690, tl» 
Re<£^ory qi Sheldon being vacant by Mr. 
D'tgify Bull's refofing to take the Oaths, at 
the R^wiutioMf Mr. £r^ had the Favour 
of his Lordihip's Prefentation ; which Pre- 
ferment he held till about a Quarter of a 
Year.beiore his Death, when he reAgned 
it from a Senie of his own advanced Age, 
and the Satis&(^ion he had in iorefeeing 
that hejhpuld ftill fiirvive in the Zeal ana 
AbfU^es <of a worthy * Succe^lbr. lie air 
ways ^((eem'd. it .not the leaft Honour and 
Happiaeis of his Lif& tba being poelerred 
by fuch a Pacr<;>n its my Lord 3ig6y, . who 

waS; never detamip'd,; by a^y oth^" Gonfi** 
deratioa io the Wpof^ of Prefentatioiis, 
than ^ cl^ring t;be WqHl ufefui Porfoas to 
f«^v^;iO:^e Cniturqh, aqd fiich as he wee 
ge^v^e4 woud m?k&. the Oifchaige of 
t^eir Dttt^ the ultimate £nd of jthoic Views, 
an OM^ vision not d Uttk tD.Mr..:fir4ir's 
Qx^, a^ well a^: to. the Honour of. my 
hof^j^gjhf f Jfid I ihoiiid not Jiave done. 
jaS^q&:pc>m^^m^iCo worthy of intao 
^opti/Hi:^ AgP whemn >rooft Patrons: iire 
goy-eroed. by P^rfyvZ^al^ SelfTlottrd^ and 
^.?pp^erral $<dtcitadons of Fnends' or 

^&sm» h»d J Ibrhore the Mentioa of it. 

, ":'i 'j;'; . ....•- ••-. ... ^ .. <■ .-'vH^- 
• The Reverend Mr. Carfenter. 
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He always fpoke of his noble Bcnefador, 
in Terms that fufficiently dilcovercd^ not 
only a grateful Senfe of his own Obliga- 
tionS) but alfo a juft Veneration far all 
thofe excellent Qualities which fignalize 
his Lordlhip's CharadJrer with a peculiar 
Diftindtion, and entitle him to univerial 
Efteem. 

In this Parifh of Sheldon he composed 
his Catechetical Ledures t a Work fo well 
received, and generally circulated, that three 
Thoufand proved not too great a Number 
for the firft Impreffion. It was efteerii'd 
by many ot the firft Diftindion in the 
Church, as the moil accurate Performance 
extant on the Subjed, and was dedicated to 
that very learned Prelate, Bifliop Lloyd^ by 
whofe Perfuafion it was publifh'd, and of 
whofe Favour and Efteem Mn Brajy had a 
more than ordinary Share. The PubKca- 
tioa of thefe Ledures, the firft Frtiits of 
his Piety and Learning, drew him out of 
his rural Privacy to Z^^», and introduced 
Jiim into a mo^re corifpicuous and remafk- 
^ble Scene of Adion. < There was- foon a* 
Deniand for a iecond Impreffion^ and by 
tothlmpreffions, at a i^ry rciftonafele^ce,. 
he clear diupward of feven huncirefd^Pourids. 
Nor Ijad he room to cfoubt a muefrgteater: 
Advantage, from the ftidceeding-^^Fdlf<s,/fo 
taft did the Sublcripcions come miotihst 
fccond Volume, which was in the Prels, 

but 
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but was fuperfedcd by another Under- 
taking. 

In the Years 1(^91 and 1691, the then 
Governor and Affembly oi Maryland 61^ 
vided that Province into Parifhes, and efia* 
biiihed a legal Maintenance for the refpec- 
tive Miniflers. In the Month of 0/7^^// 
1(^95, they took intd Confideration the 
Expediency of having (bnie one Qerayman 
to prefide over the reft ; and in ordsr to 
fupport fome (uch Superintendent Commif* 
fary, or Sufiragan^ they unanimoufly agreed 
irt a Petitionary Ad, to their then Mar 
jefties King William and Qjieen Marjf^ 
to annex, tor ever, the judicial Office of 
Commiflary, bdore in the Dilpolal of the 
Governor, to that which is purely ficde- 
fiaftical, and at the Appdntment of tlie 
Biihop of London. And they wrote to liis 
Lordfliip * to fend tTiem over feme expe- 
rienced, unexceptionable Clergyman foe tbe 
Office intended. The Reputation Mr. BrOSf 
had acquired by his Lediires, and the other 
Qualities that adorn his Function, hinder'd 
the Bi(bop from being one Moment at a 
Lois for a fit Perfon to model that In&nt 
Church, and eftabliih it on a folid Foudda-> 
tion. Accordingly, in Afr'tl 1696, hfc pro^ 
pos*d to Mr. Bray to go on the Tcthm of 
having the Judicial Oitice of OKnmif&cy^ 
valued, as was reprefoxted to liim, at 400 A 

* Biihop Compton, 
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fer Annum^ conferred upon him; for his 
Support in that Service. Mr. Bray dilre- 
garding his own Ihtereft, and the great Pro- 
fit which wou'd have arofe from finiflimg 
his'Courle of Lediures on the Plan he had 
formed, a Work which met with general 
Approbation and Encouragement, fpon de- 
termined in his own Mind that there might 
be a greater Field for doing Good in the 
Plantations, than by his Labours here. Be- 
ing always willing to be fodifpos'd of in 
any Station as Ihou'd appear moft condu- 
cive to the Service of God's Church ; he no 
longer demurred to the Propolal, than to 
enquire into the State of the Country, and 
inform himlelf what was moft wanting to 
excite good Minifters to embark in that 
Defign, as well as to enable them moft ef- 
fcdually to promote it. With this View 
he laid before the Bilhops the following 
Confiderations:— That none but the poorer 
fort of Clergy coud be perfuaded to leave 
their Friends and change their Native Coun- 
try for one fo remote; — That (iich Perfons 
cou d not be able fufficiently to fupply 
themfelves with Books; — That without 
fuch a competent Provifion of Books, they 
cou'd not anfwer the Defign of their. Mif- 
fion ; — That a Library wou d be the beft 
Encouragement to ftudious and fober Men 
to undertake the Service : And that as the 
great Inducement to himfelf to go^ wou'd 

be 
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be to do the mofl: Good he cou'd be capa- 
ble of doing, he therefore propos'd to their 
Lordfliips, That if they thought fit to en- 
courage and aflift him in providing Paro- 
chial Libraries for the Minifters that Ihou d 
be fent, he wou'd then be content to accept of 
the Commiffery's Office in Maryland. This 
Propofal for Parochial Libraries being well 
approved of by the Bifliops, and due En- 
couragement being proniiled in the Profe- 
cution of the Defign, both by their Lord- 
iliips and others, he let himfelf vi^ith all 
poflible Application to provide Miffionarie^ 
and to furnifti them with Libraries, intend- 
ing, as (bon as he fliou'd have fent both, 
to follow after them himfclf. 

But upon his accepting of this Employ- 
ment of Commiflary of Maryland^ it fell to 
his Share tofolicit at Home, whatever other 
Matters related to that Church, more par- 
ticularly to the Settlement and EftabUfh- 
ment thereof; and it happened that the Law 
for its Eftabliihment having been fent here 
for^the Royal Affent, was-rejeifted, on ac- 
count of a Claufe in it, whereby it was en- 
aded. That the Great Charts of England 
jhould be keft and obfer^oed^ in all Taints^ 
within the f aid Trmifice % being a Claufe 
of istnother nature, than was fet torth^in the 
Title of the faid Law : And the Bifhop of 
London having obtained at Council, that 
Inftrudions ihould be given to have an«- 
B X other 



odier Bin £^m'd isind pafs'd into an h€i, 
with Promife that it ihould be confirm'd, 
if f<Min'd and pa&'d according to fuch In- 
flnuStions : Mr. Br^^ with the Advice (rf" 
liis Lordfltip and others well skill'd in Plan* 
cation AfEurs, eot a bill drawn up accord* 
ing to the Inw'udions, and traniiiutted it 
CO Maryland to be re-ena<^ed in the fuc- 
ceedif^ Ailembly. 

• In the mean time, till the return of a 
new hidt from Maryland to be coniirm'd 
by the Sovereign, he was wholly and iully 
ent{rfoy*d under the fiiihop of Lottdoitt in 
^iquiring out and providing Miflionaries 
j» be fern a$ into tbtt I^ovince, on a Pro- 
fumption that the Eib^ihm^t of the 
Church might bq at k£k ot^n'd ; To mto 
the other Coknues on the Contioeoc of 
jimericor itid into moft of the Iflsnds, 
feveral dt which h^ never beiose cnjoy'd 
any ftandiog Mioiftry. But above all, it 
was iUs Cars to fumifh out thofe whom Ik 
bad a Hand in iending, with good LUva* 
ries of necef&rv and idlefnl 6oqIc% to reur 
€kr them capable of angering die Ends of 
their Miffion, and tnftrtiding the Beople in 
all Thii^ AeCei&ry to their Sah^ati<»i : 
And this truly found him £mpioyxBfint.«- 
nough, tho':on account of the more than 
ordinary Seevice fuch a Magazine (tf divine 
Koowlec^ might be of, he could ne^^r be 
brought to T9ffxt the Uodcartakiag, haw- 
eve? 
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ever chargeable, as weU as laborioos, it 
prov'd ; one half of either Coft or Pains in 
which it engaged him, muft have difix>u- 
raged any one le(s (enable to the Impref> 
fions oi a reli^ous Z^ from profecuting 
it. Eiis only Comfort was, that the Li- 
braries he had begun and advanc'd more of 
left in all the Provinces on the Continou^ 
and in moft of the Iflands of America^ as 
alio in the Fa<^ories in Africa^ did not on* 
ly (erve the then Minifters with whom 
they were iirft fent, but by the Care <if 
joine of the Governmeitis, and by kOat of 
A£^bly, fettling the Rules he had pre- 
fcribcd for their Ufe and Prefervation, th^ 
nught be alfo of Advantage to many (uc* 
ceeding Generations. 

Among other MifSonaries lent at tJiis 
Time with Libraries, Mr. i?r^ proihii'd; 
by good Providence, and pre&nted to the 
Bifhop. of LmdsHt two Men as pious »kI 
happy in their Condu^ as could have beea 
found ; one Mr. Claytm, km to Tb'tlS' 
delfixam'PenJlhaKiai thepthov Mr.Mof' 
/haft feat to Cbarks Town in Carolina s 
Hdthor of tbde worthy Perfons found at 
their Bocerance, above Fifty of oor^ Com^ 
munion to make up ^tar Congreatttoir, 
and yet both approv'd. tfacmielvesfo wefl 
to the Inhatiitants of.tbeir refpedtve Pbces^ 
that in tvieo.Year» vapt tte OxBtf/Xii^iyfi 
at Tlnladelfbia^ the Metropolis of the 

^aiers, 
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^akersj was increafed to feven Hundred, 
and an handfome Church was erected ; and 
9^1 Charles Town^ to near as many, where 
not only a Church was built, but alfo purely 
out of refped to Mn Marfhal^ a new Brick 
Houfe for his better Accommodation, a 
fine Plantation, with a perpetual Stock of 
two Negroe Servants and two Cows, with 
lyo /. a Year were fettled on them and 
their Succeflbrs for ever. It pleafed God, 
that both thefe Perfons died in about two 
Years after their Arrival, and both died of 
contagious Diftempers, which they had ta* 
ken in the Execution of their Duty, and 
Vifiting their Sick, leaving moft amiable 
Characters behind them. The Libraries 
Mr. J^ray fent with thefe GenUemem, con- 
tirtue to their Succeflors, and he has at fe- 
yeral times iince, procur'd and made con- 
siderable Additions to them, as he did to 
imoft othersi ^both in America and Jfrica. 
iTbe Senfe of the. Clergy and Inhabitants, 
with refped: thereto, was teftify'd by the 
folemn Letters of Thanks returned to him, 
fis from the A{kmh\iesbi MarylatuJ^ibiromL 
the Veftrics of Bbftm: and Braintree in 
New. E^ldnd^ itom^N^mfoundiandy Rhode 
Iflandy New-torki Thiladeifhiay North- 
Carolina^ Bermudas^, and by the Acknow- 
ledgments tof xh^ Royal Jfrican Cx)mi^my^ 
pn account of thofe procur'd for their Fac- 

ift)rie5.. ' . 
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About the fame time it was, that the Se- 
cretary of Maryland^ Sir Thomas Lawrence^ 
with Mr. Bray^ waited on the then Princels 
of Denmark^ in behalf of that Province, 
humbly to requeft her gracious Acceptance 
of the Governor's and Country's dutiful Re- 
fpe(^s, in having denominated the Metro- 
polis ot the Province, and then but lately 
built, from her Royal Highnefs's Name, 
Annapolis : And the latter being foon afr 
ter favoured with a noble Benefad:ion from 
the fame Royal Hand, towards his Libra- 
ries in America^ he dedicated the primier 
Library in thofc Parts, fix'd at Annapolis^ 
and which has Books of* the choicefl kind 
belonging to it, to the Value of 406/. to 
her glorious Memory, by _ the. Title oi The 
Annafolitan Ubrary ; which Words were 
infcrib'd on the fcveral Books,, as well in 
Gratitude to Her Majefty, as for the better 
Prevention of Lofs or Embezzlement, » 

Soon, after, upon the repeated Inftances 
of the Governor and fome of the Country, 
Mr- Bray was at the Charge of taking the 
Degree of DocStor of Divinity, which De- 
gree, tho' it might be thought to be pf fome 
Ufe, which relpe<a to his having a;. better 
regard paid to the Church, as weil.as.him- 
fek,. in Maryland^ did, however then, but 
ill comport with his Circumftances. 

Immediately fbllowing^the better, to pro-, 
mote hi? main DejCign of Libraries, and to 

give 
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^ve the Mtdionaries Diredions in the Pro- 
fecution of their Theolc^icat Studies, he pub- 
lifh'd two Books, one entitled, Bibliotheca 
TarechiaUSf or a Scheme ot fuchXheolt^i- 
jcal Eieads, both general and particular, as are 
-more peculiarly requifite to be well ftudied 
by every Paftor of a Parilh, t<^ether with 
a Catalc^e of Books, which may be read 
on each of thofe Pdnts ; the other, ^0- 
fioUck Charity^ its Nature and ExttUetKy 
tmjid&red^ in a Difcourfe upon Dan. xii. ). 
preach'd at St. TauPSy at the Ordination 
of feme Proteftant Miflionaries to be fent 
into the Plantations^ to which is perfix'd a 
general View of the Englijb Colonies in ji- 
merica^ in order to ihew what Provifion is 
wanting for the Propagati<xi of Chriflianity 
in thofe Parts, togetho: with Propo&b for 
the promotii^ the fame, and to induce fucfa 
ctftfae Clergy of tlus Kingdom, as are PerCoos 
<tf Soiviety said Abilities, to accq>t of a 
Itfiiffion. In the Year 1696, the Law for 
eftabliihinK and endowing the Church, was 
<e*ena(9tea ui Maryland, and catne over a 
feoond Time to the Lords of the Council of 
Tvade, together with a moft humbly ad- 
dvds t)» be pieieiited to jus Majefty, in be- 
llalf of the Qkd Law, requefliog the Jtoyd 
Omfimutioa. Butk bong found tbat difs 
fecond Law jk^, contnuy to the Inftruo- 
lions, oontain'd in it « ClauCb ef a ^ierent 
NatuKy by decking all the Umi ia En^ 

land 
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iand to be in Force in Maryland j It was 
thought advifeable not to (blicit the Royal 
Aflent to it, as being fure it would be re- 
jected, for the feme Reafon as the former, 
and then the Church's Maintainance woul^ 
wholly drop. And in the mean Time, it 
being promised at Court, that the then Law, 
tfuch as it was, (hould remain unrepeal'd, 
till another fhould be fent here, agreeable 
to the Royal Inftruftions ; the DocStor wrote 
to the Province to have it revised and re* 
enadted, according to the former Inftrutai- 
19ns, figrtifying to them, that other wife it 
-would never pals* 

• He rfeceiv'd no Advantage from his Cdffl* 
miffeiy's Place in Maryland^ all this Time, 
neither was any Allowance made him at 
home, or Preferment given him, to fupport 
the Charge of living altogether in Town, 
to folicit the Eftabltihment and Endowment 
of the Church of Maryland^ and to provide 
MUIi(Hiaries for that, and all the Colonies 
on the Continent, which, except Virginia^ 
lay upon him ; all the Benefa<flions that 
were received, beirtg to be laid out to raifc 
them Libraries, which alfo he did, fajftet 
than Money came in to anfwer theCharge* 

- During this Interval,- w^. ia the Year 
1697, a Bill being l)i£'ought into the floufe 
of Conimons to alienate Lands given to Sn^ 
perftitieus Ufes^ and to veft them in Gr^en^ 
mch-Hoffital. He preler'd a Petition to 
.. C the 



the Hdufe, that fbme Share thereof might 
be appropriate4 for the Propagation of the 
true Religion in the Plantations, and that 
the fame fhould be vefted in a Body Poli- 
tick, to be eredied for that Purpofe, which 
Petition was receiv'd very well in theHoufe, 
and a fourth Part of all that fhould be diir 
cover'd,. aftei: one Moiety to the Difcoverer, 
was readily and unanimoufly allotted by the 
Committee for that Ufe. It being thought 
by far more reaibnable, to appropriate fome 
Part, at leaft, of what was ^ven to fuperfti- 
Cious Ufes, to Ufes truly pious, than altoger 
ther to other, tho' charitable Purpofes. B^t 
the Bill was never fufier d to be reported* 

In the Year 1 69 8, failing of a publick and 
fettled Provifion by Law, for carmng oa 
the Service of the Church in maryland^ 
and the other Plantations^ he addreiied hi; 
Majefty for a Grant of ibme Anears c^ 
.Taxes due to ,the Crown, and iome Time 
^after, was obliged to be 2^t the Char^ and 
Trouble of going over to the King in th^ 
landy to have the Grant compleated« ;Thc 
.Recovery of thefe Arrears of Taxes, was lire* 
prefented as very feaiible, and very valuable^ 
and alfo withoi^t wy Grievance to tbe Sul^ 
je<^ ; but they prov'd as troublefbme to be 
recover d, fo of fcarce ^ny Value* 
! , All Defigns IsuUng of getting a publick 
Fund for the Propagaiiion- of tbe Gofpei io 
Foreign Parts, he thereupon fona'd al?te!^% 
whereof he then drew che Plan, of having 

a Prot 
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a Proteftant Congregation, fro Ftde propa- 
ganda^ by Charter from the King.' ButThings 
did not feem ripe enough to encourage him 
to proceed at that Time in the Attempt, and 
(b he laid it afide, till a more favourable 
Jundure Ihould occur. However, to pre- 
pare the Way for fiich Charter-Society, he 
foon after endeavour'd.to fwm a Voluntary 
Society, both to carry on the Service al- 
ready begun for the Plantations, and to pro- 
pagate Chriftian Knowledge, as well at 
home as abroad ; hoping, as afterwards he 
did in Time, to get fuch a Society incor- 
p€»:ated. Nor was it long before he found 
ibme worthy Perfons ready to form this Vo» 
lutttary Society* ' 

Th€& Gendemen have fkice increased to 
a roniidersbieBody, and no fmaU Good has 
been done by them, as they affiited him in 
fending libraries abroad, and as they have 
difpers'd Numbers x>f excellent Books among 
ourfleets^uid Armies, rais'dOiarity-Schaols 
In and about the City, and promoted the 
feme by their Correfpondences in feveral 
Patts ck die Kingdom. I fhouid be unjuft 
to tSiis excellent Socitty, as well as to the 
Memory of Dr. Bray^ their founder, in 
emitctag a noble £ffbrt of their Zeal for 
promoting Chriftian Knowledge abroad, mx:^ 
That four Thoy&nd fbse fiundred Pfalters, 
tenThouiand New Tefbameiits, with a g^!eat 
Number of Catechiims, a ihon Hiftory of 
C X the 
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the Bible, gkr. have been printed by it, for 
the Ufe of the Eaftern Churches ; feveral 
of thefe have been fent over, and gratefully 
received, and this Kingdom hath" thereby 
had an Opportunity of reftoring, in fome 
Meafure, the Light of the Gofpel, both in 
Syria^ Arabia^ and Egyft^ and alfo in 
thofe Countries from whence we firft re- 
ceived it. But to proceed, of a like mix'd 
Nature, having a Reierence to fome Ser- 
vice at home, as well as abroad, was another 
Defign fet on Foot by the Dodor at this 
Time, of raifing Lending Libraries in every 
Deanery throughout England and Waks^ 
out of which,: the neighbouring Clergy 
might borrow the Books they had Occar 
fton lor, and where they might meet to 
confult upon Matters relating to theif 
Fun<3:ion, and to Learning ; Dr. Eray may 
perhaps be here cenfured for concerning him^ 
felf in carrying on this A^tir at home, at 
the fame Time that he was engaged to pro* 
mote a foreign Charity. But the good 
Man's Inducement to it, as he has been 
heard to declare was, Ftrft^ Becaufe hav-t 
ing never, for his own Part, enjoyed in 
the Church what would, enable him to 
furniih himfelf with a (iifiicient Stock of ne*« 
cef&ry and ufeful Books, to qualify faunfelf 
for his ProfefHon, he became thereby more 
fenfible of the Wants of his Brethren, in like 
Grcumilances. Sectmdfy^ That m his Soli*- 

citatioo 
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citation for Benefa&ions to Libraries in the 
Plantations, he often met with Anfwers to 
diis Effed ; That we had poor Cures and 
poor Parfons enough in England^ and that 
Charity (hould begin at Home : Now he 
thought it not amils to Strike the Nail that 
would drive, and to give fuch Anfwcrers 
an Opportunity of exercifing their Benefi-- . 
cence to the Church/ in the Way to which, 
they were moft inclined, and therefore, with-^ 
out the lead Interruption of his Endeavours 
for the Plantations, he fet on Foot this De- 
iign alfo at home. 

Many lending Libraries were thereupodi 
founded in feveral Parts of the Kingdom, 
and as thofe Libraries were intended tor the 
Clergy to meet and confer in, rather tlian 
in their own private Hou&s, which would 
caufe Expence, ac in publick Houies, which 
befides the£xpenc6 might give Scandal ; io 
if the fame Topicks were made the (ubjeft 
of their Converfation, as had been refi>lv'dl 
on in the firft Library c^that Kind, which 
was founded by a noble Lord, his Neigh^ 
bour and Patron, akeady mentioned, the 
Dodtor cou d not imagine what could be 
better purfued, in order to keep the Coun- 
try Clergy to their Rule, and clofe to thcuj 
Duty, and thereby to advance their Cha-> 
radter and Reputation, and to create a dug 
Veneration towards them» The Refoluti- 
ons they formed, were thefe — Jhat they 

wiU 
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■win meet in their lAhnxy Monthly, or bftner, 
to confider or confer, as upon Ways and 
Means of augmenting the fame with the bed 
Books, fo to confult upon the bed: Methods 
of himifliing the common People with fmaH 
pineal and devotional Tra&s, of Princi- 
plin^ the Giildren and Youth with Cater 
chetical Inftrudions, for eroding Schools 
for die Education of poor Children, of get- 
ting the Laws put in Execution agaihft Pro- 
ianeneis and Immorality, and by vi^hat 
otber Means they can beft discharge tl^ 
Paftoral Care and Duty, and promooe pub- 
tick Good ; and in order to their better 
Knowledge of the Dudes of their FunAion, 
and fordung no other Refolutions but what 
fliaU be agreeable to the Coaftttution of 
Our. Ouxoi, istut at every Meeting they 
will read over fixme Part, and that luccef* 
fively, till they ihall go thro' the Whole of 
their OrSnatiim Vows, of. the Ankles, 
tbUurkh, and Cams of the Church, (k 
die iRoyal Lgui^tms and 'PrQcIamatinu, 
and ASts sfTarUamem ordered to be read 
in Cbvffches, diofe e^wciaUy againft Tro- 
fanaufs and lmmora&ty% and laltiy, the 
Artkks ofEatquiry exhibited at both £^ 
00^ aai ArclttdiaCQDai Vt^tions,. and 
Aat OS well to &rmfli themfelvies with pix>« 
'per and ^aitablc Matter for their Converfii* 
tkm nheee, inllead of mete News and citfaer 
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Impertinenceis, as die better to koow their 
Duty, »id take the bed Meafiuts about it. 

Now, had Dr. Br^ had nothing farther 
in View in his Eflay to promote neceCBury 
and ufeful Knowledge at home, as well as 
abroad, than to represent ^e miserable 
Want of Books among the Parochial Qer^ 
throughout the Kingdom, the ill Conle- 
quences of fuch Want, both to themfelves 
and People, and the eafieft Method to fup- 
ply it by the Means of Lending 'libraries, 
one at leaft in every Deanery^ which, if 
placed. . in (bme Marki^t Town neBrefl ti|9 
Centre, the neighbouiing Cleigy,aad others 
mi^t,^ wghout furthec Trouble, .t^ai?^ thq 
iR;ndkig on a Marker-Pay, by tJiecr own, or 
a Nei^bour'^ Serfani^ \xm^w 9X aa/ 
•Tuns the ^oc^ thQ^ want. Thi« alodo 
(:oa(}4tx4i, it fef^ns to be a iqml: iWHiaUo 
Deffgn, aad the Succfff it faa9 VEXf. mth is 
fucbji t)m chece 4re not manf.Qi^Cofes «a 
<;be;Kiogdom» w^|p|«ibraries^..(hli^ kind 
ve-oot more <x k^ a^van^ed. 

Qut. in Truth iie had fometliuig fan;h^ 
Hi Vwfy in that his D^n of ha^viiag pubr 
lick Libraries ipx ^ P^pcliial C^gy ia 
f v^ Deanery .; which was to r$4«ce ifito 
Pr^^tce,, and to fpfto^ laore aod m^e, by 
Qegre^> the oajiem: jUfe of Rwal Pie^tis, 
and^^ J9i|i^ii&fti(«| p^^ning to ^h^ir.'se- 
^)ei^e;DGaoeri^ ; ^whereby, as aA.exc^l- 
kftfr {)i^ipliiie was i^rRftcrly maintain'd in. 
. . ^ ' ouij 
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our Church, fo it might Jbe again, irt a good 
Meafure, rcviv'd; in fuch a Manner, ac 
lead, as not to give the Occafion we now 
have, every Afb-fVednefday^ to lament its 
Lofs or Decay among us : And, indeed, 
whoever (hall confider the antient Confti- 
tution of our Rural Deaneries, as reprefent- 
ed in an Extrad the Dodlor has made from 
fome ot our Antiquaries, and how admira- 
bly they were fitted for good Difcipline, 
and Ihall compare that with what is already 
found pradicable in the Clergy's Meeting 
at their Libraries, (poke of above, he will 
be apt to conclude, that as her antient Di(^ 
cipline is the Church of England's Wiib; 
and the Defire of all good People^ fo no 
Means i^em more likely to reftore i^ than 
the having Libraries in our leveral Rural* 
Deaneries fbr the Clergy to meet in, where 
they may a<^ to fuch Purpofo, and accord-* 
ing to fuch Powers as Ihall be alloW'd them* 
I might here alfo fpeak of the Beginnings 
Dr. £r/9y made towards Parochial Cateche- 
tical Libraries in the i/7^ iff Man^ as well 
as in the mean Cures both in England md 
J^/« ; but of this hereafter. 

About this Time it wais, that feme 6^ Ins 
Friends obferving that no Provifion was 
made to fopport him in the expenfive Ser* 
vice he had undertaken for the Planladdns, 
he was much perfuaded to lay that Defign 
afide, and had withal two good Preferments 

offered 



oflered him at home of. as good, or better 
Value, than what was propos'd for him i^a 
Maryland^ vi^ that ot Sub-^lmoaer, and 
the Donative of Aldgate in the City. Byt 
he declin'd all OfJers that were inconrilleni 
ytivCci his, going to JM^o^^t ^ Toon as it 
Should become proper tor .him to t^^e t;h^t 
Voyage. . 

By the Year 1699, laying waited up- 
wards of tv«(o. Years .tpr, the Keturn,Qf the 
A£t of Reli^m from Maryiand^ with fvdi 
Amendment;; as wou'd render it withpijit 
iExcepticKi.piC .the Court Qt^gUndi and it 
being prefitqi'd by his Superiors, th^t it 
wQu'd be ^r^uifite the poiflor fliou'a now 
. baften over, as well to encourage the p^iqg 
of tbatt Ai^,-in /^qr Aflqrnblies, z& io pro- 
mote oih^r ij^ct^ for t^ Service of jR<e- 
It^on ehor^ii ic.w^/tg^i^^d to h^m ^oi;n 
them, tlwtj>Uwy JwWd l^avc .feim tftkc.the 
dOflpqrt^t|ity,ot ,^[ie fir(l,^t^ip : ,j|^i?d, indeed, 
.'die^Podor .blivipg |>y this i:irhe try'd .^U 
the Way^ 1^ jCpu'd thiQJc of, apd jdpne ;^11 
;tbat he jtmM^ ^o^p here, to .ferye .^hofe 
jfttfts, Jwd, .#jc<jqfdigg ,tp Prppol^l, hayirjg 
■P^vjded«4^<ir4^^fc?^ slfo.pwny other Cp- 
kme», .with g c(^3^tent Nun^iber pf Mini- 
:fi«rs,*iiod:&KflitfJiirtlyip ,wi^h good ^ibr^- 
;ties,f«o l^;i4x'd in x^e Pieces wh^re they 
:W«se ieax^ tP^fifgiaia th^ for ever ; he was 
.of hiiii^>a^ to ^Uow, and di^,ac(;Qril- 
Kva^,4iif» }pi ^h.e.Wjni«r» ^P' il^e had no 
D Allowance 
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Allowance made him towards the Charge 
of the Voyage, and the Service he was to 
do, but was forced to difpole o[ his own 
final! Effeds, and raife Money on Credit to 
fupport him in it. 

With this poor Encouragement, and thus 
bn hb own Provifion, he took his Voyage 
JDecemier i6, 1699, and arrived iti Mary- 
land after an extream tedious and dangerous 
Paflage, the ixth oi March following ; but 
Ijefore I proceed to what immediateiy fol- 
lowed on his Arrival, there remains lome- 
thingnot unworthy to be mentioned, done 
on tliis Side the Water, and before he left the 
Engtijb Shore, with relation to the Miffio- 
naries and Libraries. 

He had obferv'd long before this, that the 
Milfionaries were often detained fe veralWeete, 
and fometimes Months hi our Sea-Ports, be- 
fore they cou'd go ofl^ more efp^ially inXime 
of War, when not only the want of Wind, 
but of Convoys, dccafion'd fuch Stay ; and 
he had often refleded upon it, as of Con- 
iequence to them, to have a Library in each 
of the Sea-Ports where they ufually embark, 
in which they might ftudy, during choir 
$tay on Shore, uid this, dot on^ that 
they might lofe no Time toward their bet- 
ter Improvement, but to prevent dfo the 
Expence and Scandal to which they mi^t 
be eitpos'd, by fauntring away whole Hours 
together in Cpfiee-Houfes, or perhaps kl^ 

fober 
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ibber Places ; but could they have a Libra- 
ry in each of thofe Ports to be in all t!ie 
' Time they would fpare from their Meals, 
and where tliey might recreate tiiemfelves 
atter hard ftudy, with- the Converfation 
of their Brethren, whether Fellow Mi(^ 
fionaries, or the Sea Chaplains, or other 
ingenious Paflengers in Port, and were the 
Ule of thofe Libraries ftrid:ly enjoined them 
at their Departure, be prefum'd, fcarcely 
any thing would contribute moce to the 
Advantage and Reputation of our Millions 
and Mifuonaries ; the Ports being general'*- 
ly very loofe Places, and dangerous for 
young Men to abide in long, and where^ 
wit;hout Employment and a fuitable Retire^ 
ment, they will be much expos'd to fuch 
Temptations as will (lain their Charadlers ; 
upon which Confideration, and prefuming 
withal, that if the Foundation of fuch Sea* 
Port Libraries were once laid but by a few 
Books, it would be no great Difficulty to 
obtain confiderable Additions from the Be* 
nefadionsof the Sea-Officers, whoareufually 
generous enough, as well as from other 
Gentlemen, if the Clergy in fuch Places 
would be zealous and adive in promoting 
the Defign ; he form'd proper Propolals 
for the raifing fuch Libraries, obtain'd fome 
Bendadions toward making a Beginning, 
and took along with him fome Books to 
depofit for that Purpofe in each Port as 
D i ihould 
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fhould happ6i ift his Way, or wherein Pro- 
vidence ihculd caft him ; and it having 
happen d, that he himfclf pafs'd thro' and 
was de^ain'd in thtec fcveral Places oi this 
icind, fo as to Experience himfelt the Ufe of 
what he had betore projeded, he accord- 
ingly put the Defign on Foot in each of 
fhem, vij^ at Gravefendi Dealy arid at 
Tlyf^auth ; but from the laft of thele, I 
have Ibmethin^ farther to remark : 

Dt. Bray fet fail from the Dawns the 
ioth of DecifHber^ add being drove into 
^Pj/fMuth Sound on Chrijlmas-Eve^ re- 
Aiain'd in Harbour almoft all the Holidays, 
^^here his Time was not unufefully fpieiit, 
if it virerfe but with refpedl to the Recovery 
6f a tdlerabte Library there out of ti^uft and 
Rubbiih, which was alfo indebted to him 
for a Beritifa^idn of Bboks^ and wher^ he 
left a* Pr6{k>lal for taking in Sul^iptions 
to make it a Sea^Port Library for the 
Ufe of MiflTionaries and Sea Chaplains, as 
well as of hfei?s. 

The Dodlbr arrived, as we ftid ftbdve, at 
Maryland on the lith diMarch^ where 
being not fo much concern'd at his own as^ 
the Churches Unfeftlenierit, he dpply'd 
himfelf imrdediately and wholly to repair 
the Breach made iii the Settlement of thd 
Parochial Clergy ; in order to which, he 
confulted in the firft Place the Gbvetnttfj 
whom he fourid reader to concur in aH p^<>- 
-' , per 



per Methods fof the Re-cftablilkneflf of thear 
Maintenance. The next AAembly, which 
was to be la May following, be lent to ail 
the Clei^y on the Weft^rn Shore, who only 
cou'd come t(^ether in that Seafon, to be 
acquainted from them with the Difpofittoil 
Of the People, and their Sentiments on this 
Occafion, and to advife with them what 
was proper to be done in order to difpofe 
the Members of AflemWy to re-enaA the&r 
Law next Meeting. Soon after he had dif- 
miis'd the Cfergy, he made his Parochial 
Vifitation, as ht as it was po/lible for him 
at that Seafon ; in which he met with vcey 
fifigular Refpeft from Peribns erf" the beft 
Condition in theGoantry, which theDodor 
by a happy Condud (of which he only was 
not fenfible) tum'd to the Advantage of 
that poor Church. 

During the Scflions of Aflembly, find 
whilft'the Re-eftabli(hment of the Chureh 
was depending, he preach'd very {nroper and 
(eafonable Sermons, and all of them with t 
f endenty to incline the Country to the 
Eftablilhment of the Church dnd Ciefgy; 
all which were fo well receiv'd, thftt he had 
the Thante of the Aflembly b^ Me%es 
from the floule for them, ftnd for the Ser^ 
vices done to that Churcft and Pfovmce. 

The Da^or was prbvidentially on ftich 
good Terms with the AfftiftWy, that they 
ordered the AttOttey-^JChefal to . ^dvifc 

with 
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with him in the drawing tip of the Bill ; 
and that he himfelf might tlie better advife 
in that Cafe, he fent lor the mol^ experi- 
enc'd Clergy within Reaclii to fugg,eft to 
him what upon their own and . their Bre- 
thren's Experience they found wou'd be of 
Advantage to ttiem and (he Church, to be 
inferted in, or left out of it ; by which 
Means the Conditution of that Church has 
much the Advantage of any in j^merica. 

It may not be arails to obferve in this 
Place, that as well during the General 
Court, or Afljze, which preceded the M- 
fembly, and lafted thirteen Days, as during 
the Seflfions of Aflembly itfelf, he was un- 
der a Necelfity of much civil but chaige- 
able Entertainment of the Gentlemen of the 
Province, who univer&lly. yifited him ; a 
Charge, however, which he thought requi- 
fite, as Circumftances then were, that he 
might ftrengthen his Intereft in them, the 
better to {Mromote the EftabUihrnent of the. 
Clergy's Maintenance. 

The Bill being prepared, as it pals'd with 
a limine Contradicentey fo it was on all 
Hands own'd and declar d, that it was very 
providential that Dr. Bray came into the 
Country nt that JunAure. It was look'd 
upon as a diiEcult Attempt, to have that 
Law re-enaded, after two Repulfes at 
home ; it being contrary to the Inftrudi-. 
ons ^ven with all Governors, that when a 

' Law 
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law has been reversed at Home, a Bill of 
the fame Nature iliou'd be again pals'dih 
any <Jf their Allemblies. ' And confidering 
'^Ifo the Intereft of the People to be eis'd 
ot the Forty fer Poll, and the bad Humour 
the Country was bi*6ught into by the Infi^ 
nuations ot the fakers and Tapifis (no 
Unnatural Coahtion) and the Difcourage- 
ments thofe who wete Well-iffecSfed to the 
Church met- with, in Having their laudabte 
Endeavours for its Eftablifliment and Sup- 

' port fo often repuls'd ; all thefe things' cop- 
fider'd, it'was often and univerfally owh*d, 
that had hot rfie Doctor come in whfcrt he 
did the^Eftabliflbmcnt wcp'd icarcely jiavc 
b6en Jb'much asatierp^ed, much le(s have 

;fucGteded;:1[^ was undoubtedly def^cfdhy 
tte i%»i*rr,^to puirtteft greaicft Sltir iipoa 
this new ereded Church, and tota%.tQ dtf? 
courage any further Strugglings to preferve 
it' from faUing,' tlfat^fliey cowmvadlnojc^ 

:ly tothd.5retheLaw,i<lKr/itlEftabU(l^ 
nuird jnfli beforb t^diCaaotQddkry'&rgotfJg 
for Moj^iiandy but that they (eat z^ahft 
withiUie.iOrder offCtaittcil, -i» the 3 very 
fameSbqpiwkh^huni: r£Ht it pleas'd^tid.l^ 
order fv ^^^ this ; ihQii'di /eoatritttii^' tory 

-much t(ltt£;£ftabUi^mmt^;< the lafQltivw 
of the ^akets.ih^\m Cootrivtooe/ raiiSng 

- a grtak> Ihdigaatioh/iti the; Friends S9 tbfyt 

^Setdement; soul the Qoii^s'sPrerence not a 

little 



Uttk ammatiog them to attempt anew its 
Reftoradoa. 

Soon after the AHembly was up, the 
Commif&ry cited the whole Clergy of th^ 
Province to a graeral Viiioation at Uimaj^oA 
liSt to be held May xx, ijQ^i at wmcb 
Vifitation for what was done, 

I. In order to prevent Scandals in the 
MiniftcTs who ihonld come in. 

II. To keep them to their Duty of Cate- 
chifing, Preaching, and Vifiting ; and, 

m. To propagate the true Religion in 
the Ne^bouring fooinnces (the 6m Mea- 
Cures'for fiippordi^ Nbffioiis iwhsr^ no 
Cftabliih'd Maintenance was {trovided, be- 
ing feud at that Vifitation.) .Sit.tbfffii^e4 

t ... 

At the Olofe of the Yifiiaiidn, :as will 
appear by the&id AAs, the.Glev^ltaking 
ifitotjomfideratioii, 'that die vblfint Oppo- 
fiaoQjof^he «l^M4«rx againljbttfae^saabliib- 
Dieiit <tf lAat' Ghurdv would 4n lidl J?ro- 
4)ab(fity continue, <& as>to getvthF£iLW-&^ 
lts£(Ublifliiiient, fo lately re^eaa^fted, jsd- 
•flttU'd again atsbome; tb^ enteK'd>tntJo£te- 
Ixttet, whether Ic wotdd not Jje <^ QocS^ 
^utoce to the nre(ervadoa 4(id ^fitial.Si^e- 
4neat of that Church, that the iDodor 

ffaould 
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ftould be fecjuefted to go home with the 
Law, and to (olicit the Royal Ailent ? 

It had been before voted, at the Faffing 
of the Bill in the Houfe of Burgefles^ that 
He fhould be defir'd to requeft his Grace of 
Canterbury^ and the Bifliop of London^ to 
favour that good Law, by obtaining • his 
Majefly's Royal Ailent to it, with all con- 
venient Speed, and the Members who gave 
him the Account of paffing their Vote, told 
him withal, that it was the general Opini- 
on of the Houfe, that he couJd be moft fer- 
viceable therein, by waiting Perfonally on 
their Lordftiips, rather than by Letters, ift 
which he could not croud all that might b6 
neceflary to be reprefented concerning the 
then State of tlie Church, and the Necef* 
fity, at that Time, of their utmoft Patroj. 
nage ; and it was in Debate, ^^liether thi^ 
Iljould not be made the Defire of the Af- 
fembly > But it was thbught too unreafon- 
aJble a Requeft from them, who were fen- 
fibte of the great Charge and Fatigue he 
bad already been at, in the Service of that 
Province, as they had a few Days before 
acknowledged, by a Meflage of Thanks 
from that Houfe. 

• Such werti the. Sentiments of the Mem- 
fears* of the Aflembly, as to the Neceflity of 
his coniiflg- Home to folicit the Eftablifh- 
ra<nt of that Church; and the Clergy 
meeting at their Vifitation, fome Weeks at- 
E ter, 
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ter, as ^ty had Time to know more fully 
the Senfe of the Province upon it, fo they 
reprefented it to him, as the earneft OeTire 
of the more lenfible Perfons throughoitt 
the Country, as well as of the Aflembly- 
Men, that he ihould go over with the Law 
{(xEaigiand ; being aware that the fakers 
wou'd this laftTime openly, and theTapfii 
covertly, make the utmoft Efforts againft 
the Eftabliihment of that Church, by falfe 
Reprefentations at Hcwne, of the Numbers 
and lUcbes of their Party, and by infinuat- 
.ing,that to impofe upon them an eftabliih'd 
Maintenance for the Clergy, wou'd be pre- 
judicial to the Intereft of the Province, by 
obliging fo many wealthy Traders to re- 
move hrom thence. The Falfity of which, 
or any other Suggefiions, they thought him 
beft able to make appear, by the Informa- 
tion he had gain'd fix>m this Vifitatibn. • 

And there were many other Advantages 
to the Church, in thofe Parts, which they 
propos'd by his coming Home at that Time, 
which were urg'd as Reafons for it, as may 
be leen in the Ads of that Vifitation. Upon 
the Confideration of all which, tho' there 
was no Provifion cou'd be made there to 
fupport him in that Chaise, and the Com- 
miffary's Office wou'd mo yieW him no 
Profit, it not being tenable b^ the Law of 
the Country, but by one refiding in it ; yet 
upon the ConfideratiQn of mucbpubltck 

• Good, 
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Good, he determined himfelf, and took his 
Voyage foon after. 

He was no looner arrived in Endand^ 
but he found their Apprehenfions in maty- 
land not ill grounded, for the fakers 
forthwith beftirr d themfelves fo exceeding- 
ly, that it was amazing to fee what Preju- 
dices they had quickly rais'd in thofe who 
had then the Cognizance of Plantation- Af- 
fairs, and what falfe and formidable Com- 
putations they gave in, of the Clergy's 
Charge to the Country ; which falfe Sug- 
geftions, when they were found tp ftick^ 
even with fome that feem'd well afFeded to 
that Church, Dr. Bray refuted by a printed 
Memorial, reprefenting truly the State of 
the Church of Maryland^ to the full Satif- 
fadion of all to whom, it was communi- 
cated. 

And indeed, confidering the Oppofition 
which was made to the Law, when it came 
home, the Dodor's Prcfence feem'd to be 
as feafonable here^ as it had been before 
thought in getting it re-enad:ed in Mary^ 
land. For no fooner was the Occafion 
of his fpeedy Return underflood [and it 
did quickly ipread Abroad of itfelt, even 
without the printed Account he gave of it] 
but it created fuch Cenfures againft thofe 
who appeared no Well-wilhers to that Set- 
tlement, as perhaps were none ^f tt^ leaft 
E % Oc- 
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Occafions that it far'dnot again, as formerly 
it had done. 

But tho' the Law, with much Solicita- 
tion arid Struggling, was preferv'd from 
being totally difannuird, yet many of the 
Exceptions which the fakers made a- 
gainft it, (licking with the Lords of Trade, 
all that could be obtained was. That Dh 
Bray might, with Advice of Council, draw 
up another Bill, according to the Inftruc-^ 
tions of that Board, and fending that BiU 
to Maryland^ to be pafs'd into a Law ; had 
the Promife that his Majefty, upon its Re- 
tiirn, would confirm it here. In the draw- 
ing up of this BiU, he was at great Charge 
with G)uncil, and after it had. been thrice 
amended at the Plantation-Board, it. was 
at laft approvd. . 

Happy was the Province of Maryland^ 
ip having its Concerns managtd at this cri- 
tical Juncture,, by fuch an able and indefar 
tigable Agent. The fakers Oppofiiion 
to the Eftablifliment now depending, was 
carried on by unifed Councils and Contri- 
l^utions ; but the I>o(9tQr refuted their fpe- 
cipus Obje(Stio«s by uoanfwerable Reafons, 
and placed the Af&ir in fuch an advanta* 
geous Light, that his Majefty decided^ widi^ 
out any Appearaace of Hefitation^ in the 
Church's Favour, and gave the Royal Af- 
fent in thefe remarkable Words : . 

Ha'oc 
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Ha^e the Quakers the Benefit of a Tole- 
ration ? Let the Eftablifti'd Churgh have 
an.EftablifiSd Maintenance. 

This chargeable and laborious Undertak- 
ing having fwallow'd up the Dodor's own 
fmall ^Fortune, a noble * Lord prefented 
him, after his Return, with a Bill of 360/. 
a fenfible Proof of his Zeal for the Honour 
of Religion, and the Support of thofe who 
facrificed the moft valuable Interefts of this 
Life in its Service. But fo much did the 
Dodror avoid all Appearance of Self-Inte- 
reft, that a large Proportion of this was 
devoted' to the Advancement of his pub- 
lick Defigns. Tho' he was vefted with the 
Character of Commiffiry, yet no Share of 
the Revenue proposed, was annexed to it i 
and this Difappointment, tho' Injurious in 
the higheft degree, was not made by him, 
either Matter of Complaint there, or of 
Remonflxance here. 

His Generofity, which induced him to 
throw in two Sums of 5-0 /. each, that were 
prefented to himfelf in Maryland^ towards 
defraying the Charge of their Liberaries 
and Law ; his indelatlgable Endeavours to^ 
promote its Intereft, together with the 
Succels which attended all his Meafures 
for compleating and perfeiaing the Polity 
and Eftabhftiment of that Church, would 
beft appear fifora the feveral Orders of 

Council, 

*Lord Weymovth, 
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Council, from his own Letters to the Go- 
vernor, Speaker, and Attorney General of 
Maryland^ ihould it not fwell this Ac* 
count to too great a Bulk, by tran(cribing of 
them. Indeed the Relation he contraaed 
at this Jundure to Maryland^ wa» what 
he ever after efteemed as facred and indiflb- 
luble, which made him Countenance all 
Advances towards cultivating Religion and 
Morality in that Province. 

After the Return qf Xyx.Bray from thence 
in 1 700- 1, he publilh'd his Circular Letters 
to the Clergy o[ Maryland^ a Memorial 
reprefenting the prefent State of Religion 
on the Continent of North America^ and 
the Ads of his Vifitation held ztAnnafo- 
lis ; for which he had the Thanks of the 
Society above-mention'd : Not only the 
Bifhop oi Lmdan approved entirely of all 
thefe Tranfad:ions, but alio the Archbilhop 
ol Canterbury 6tQ\zx^^Thit he was well 
fatisfied with the Reafons of Dr. Brays Re- 
turn from the Weft-Indies ; and added,That 
his Miflion thither will be of the greateft 
Confequence imaginable to the Euabliih- 
ment of Religion in thofe Parts. 

The Dodor, as was before occafionally 
obferved, form'd a Plan of a Troteftant 
Congregation or Society, for the Propaga- 
tion of Chriflian Knowledge, which he laid 
before the Bifliop of London^ in the Year 
1(597, on the Milcarriage of the Bill for 

Vefting 
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Vefting of Lands gvoen to SuPerftitkfis Ufes 
in Greenwich Hdpitaly ana to fravide for 
Proteflant MijftonarUs. On this 'Plan, a 
Society was conftituted ; and tho' the De- 
fign o: having thenf incorporated by Char-* 
ter, cou'd not be then brought to b^r, yet 
they ftill fubfifted, and aded as a Volun- 
tary Society ; but their. Number and Bene- 
fadions encreafing, a different Conftitutioa 
and more extenfive Powers, appear'd fiecef- 
fary for the Succefs of the Undertaking:- 
Application was therefore made by Dr. 
Bray^ to his ,then Mfajefty King William^ 
for his Royal Charter.* It appears^ on 

con- 

• T^ the iing's M0 Excellent Majefty^ the HumbU Petition 
o/Thouas Bray, D. D, 

Humbl y Jhewethy 
<c /-|p HAT the Number? of the Inhabitants of Your Mar 
" X jefty's Pjrovinces in AmericAy have of late Years, 
" greatly increased j that in many of the Colonies thereof, more 
** dpeciallyon the Continent, they are in very much Want of 
** Inftrudlion in the Chriftian Rshgiont and in fome of them 
** utterly deftitute of the -fame, they not being able of thcm- 
^* felves (o raife a fu£cient Maintenance for an Orthodox Clergjr 
*^ to live amongft tkem, and to make fuch qther Provifion, as 
*^ /hall be neceflary for the Propagadoa of the Gofpel in thofe 
•' Parts. 

** Your Petidoner further ihcweth, That upon his late Ar- 
" rival into England from thence, and his makmg known the 
•* afore£ud Matters in this City arid Kingdom, he hath great 
*' Reafon to believe, that many Perfons would contribute, as 
** well by Legacy, as Gift, if there were any Body Cor- 
** p OR AT B, and of perpetual Succeffion now in Being, and 
** eftabliih'd in this Kingdom, proper for the Lodging of tht 
** faid Leg^ies and Grants therein. 

" Now forafinuch as Your Majefty hath already been gra- 
•* cioufly pleas'd 19 tSke the State of the Souls of Y^iar Ma-' 

«jefty> 
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cwiMung the Mfimtes of the Society, be- 
forc^ and at the Time of the Incorporation, 
diat the Dddor s Petitioii to his Majelly 
(for fo it "was ftiled) with other Papers re^ 
ladng to the <>prporalion to be erected for 
the Propagation of the Gofpei in Fordgtt 
Parts, <vas i«ad May 5, le^Oi, and that his 
Majefty's Letters Patents, under the Great 
Seal oi EMglandy for ereding a Corporation, 
by the Name of The Society for theTrofa- 
gatioH of the Goffel in Foreign Tarts^ was 
laid before the Society, by Dr. Br^y^ and 

: read 

" ]cfty*s Subje£ls in thofe Parts, fo hr into Confideration, as 
** to Found, and Endow a Royal College in Virginia, for the 
** Religious Education of their Youth, Your Petitioner is there- 
** by the more encouraged to hope, that Your Majefty will 
** alfb favour any the like Deiigns and Ends, which Ihall be 
** Profccuted by proper and effedhial Means. 

** Your Petitioner therefore, who has lately been among 
" Your Maj^fty's Subjeds aforefeid, and has fecn their Wants 
**'and knows their lidires, is the more emboldcn'd, humbly 
*' to requeft» that Your ^^eily would be giacioufly pleafed to 
** ifluc Letters Patent, to (uch Perfons as Your Majefty flialT 
^* think fit, thereby Cohftituting them ABodyPolitick 
'' and^G o r p o r a t s, and-to grant to them, and their Suc- 
^* ceffors, fuch Powers, Privileges and Immunities, as Your 
** Majefty in great Wifdom fhall think meet and neceffary for 
'* the Effedlmg the aforefaid Ends and Deiigns. ' 

And Yeur PetiH9ner Jhall ever Fray, &o, ' 
THOMAS BRAY/ 



WHITE. HALL, Apn! yth, 1701: 

HI S Majefty having been moved upon this Pb titk^k; 
is graciotthy pleas'd to refer the &me to Mr. Attorney; 
or Mr. Solicitor-General, to confider thereof, and Report 
his Opinion, what ffis Majefty may fitly do therein ; where- 
upon His^ Majefty will deckre His fusther Pleafure. ' 

J A. VERNON. 
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redd eh^ pth df JUMi fonowiilg. th(i dett* 
ttemen who compos'd that voierdble Body« 
were fo (enfible now much w^ owuig to 
the 2^i atid Solicitation c^ the Doddr, that 
It was refolv'd, that Thinks ihotild be re* 
turn'd to him, fot his great Ore and Pains 
in procuring the Grant of the fiid Letters* 
tf this Society is Aow enabled, by a Reve« 
^..nu6 ariilng from occaHoilal Benda<%ions 
and fettled Endowments, to fup^rt a 
Number of Miffionaries, School-Mdfters, 
and Catechifts, for the Propagation of 
Chriflianity in Foteign Parts, the zealous 
Labours of Dr. Bray muft be remember'd 
with Gratitude and Honour, to which it 
chiefly owes its Eftabliihment. The Au*^ 
thor of A Letter from a Refidin^ Memhtt 
tf the Society of hoa^aay for ''Fromotii^' 
Cbrifiian Knowledge, to a CorreJpontRng 
Member in the Country, has done him Ju* 
Itice in his Account ci the Origin of the 
Incorporated Society j he obferves. That it 
took its Rife from the indefatigable Endeo" 
vours of a Reverend Clergyman new U'O* 
ing QDr. Bray) topomote Chriftian Know* 
ledge in our Foreign Plantations. 

In the Year 17O3, Dr. Bray publifli'd an 
Eflay, to fhew the incompetent Prpvifion iit 
many Parilhes, thro' a gneat Part of the 
Kingdom, to enable the Clergy toinffanufl 
the People; fo general 4 Oifpofition was 
excited to encourage this cxcellenc Work, 
f thftt 
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ibat as his other Defign oi forming a So- 
ciety for propagating the Gofpel, was eda- 
tiliih'd by Royal Chaner, ib this of found- 
ing Libraries was brought to Maturity, by 
raraduai Advances, under the Patronage of 
we Lcgiflature ; for an Ad of Parliament 
pafs'd in the Seventh Year of Qjjeen jinnee 
intitled, jia Ad for the Better Trefefod- 
tiou ofTarochial Libraries in that Tart of 
Great Britain cal^d England. Sir Teter 
Kingt afterwards Lord Chancellor, was the 
Gendeman who brought the Bill into tlie 
Houie, one then equally diftinguifh'd by his 
Knowledge of Cluriflianity, and his Zeal 
for it. 

In the Year 171a, the Dodor printed 
his Martyrole^i or Tafal Vfurfatton^ in 
one Folio. That nothing migjbt be want- 
ing to enrich and adorn the W<X'k, he efta- 
blilh'd a OirreQiondence with learned Fo- 
rdgaars of the firft Diftindion, and call'd 
in the Afliftance of the moil: eminent Hands. 
This Work confifts of jRpme choice and 
learned Treatifes of celebrated Authors, 
l^htCh were grown very icarce, ranged and 
digefted into as regular an Hiftory as the 
Nature of the Sutged wou'd admit. He 
proposed CO compile a Second Volume, and 
had, at no fmall Expence and Pains, Air- 
niftied himfelf with Materials for it ; \m. 
he was afterwards (rfslig'd to lay the 'itaiir 
cutiqa of this DpfigP aHde, and beguestfa'^ 

: . by 
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by Will, his valuable Cqlledion ofMak- 
tyrologtc*l Memoirs^ both Printed and Ma- 
nufcripc, to S'ton College. He^was, indeed, 
lo great a Mafter of the Htfiory of Tofery^ 
that few Authors cou'd be prefum'd able, 
with equal Acuracy and Learning, to trace 
the Origin and Growth of thofe exorbitant 
Claims which are made by the See oiRome. 
He was happily form*d by Nature, both 
for die aAive anci the retir'd Life : Charity 
to the Souls of other Men, was wrought 
up to the highed Pitch in bis owa : 
livefv Refledlion on the dark and forlorn 
t^ndition of the Indians and NegroeSy ex." 
cited in his Bofbm the moft generous Emo- 
lipns of Pity and Concern. He conceiv'd 
nothing fo defirable as to be the Inihumait 
of i^ecpvering thole loft Sheep,' and bringr 
ing them into the Fold of their Heavenly 
Paftor. His Voyage to ^<?i?<j«4 tofolicif 
Kiog ff^iUiaitis Prote<^ion and' Encourdge* 
i^eht to his good Defigns; and the Proo& 
lie gave of a pubtick Spirit and difinterefto) 
^eal, in luch a Series of generous Under* 
"taMn^, obtained him the Efteem of lAt, 
ttAltme(i\ the Hi^ue, a Gchtlefliaa not 
pf^oce celebrkted for his Pbietxiatidn. and 
Addrels in State Aflairs, than for a pioii^ 
tMfpoTition of Mind. A juft Seoie of thetn- 
eftimabie BlelJTuigs reach'd out to Mankind ~ 
by the Gofpel, infpir'd him with a' Zea| 
to make thole who lay without the Chri- 

ftup 
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(llaa Hk^ Vnitakers pf thfsm. An Epifto-' 
lary Corrclpondence commenced very carfy 
betw^n him and the Pcx^or upon this 
^ut^; the Refult thereof was, that be 
gave, in tUs LUe-time, a Sum to be ap- 
plied to thf Couverfipn of the Negroes, 
defiring withal, the Doiflor to accept the 
Managemept and Difpoial. of itt But that 
t landing Provirioa might be made for 
this Purpofe, Mr. JJfAUme bequeatU'd ty 
his laft Will, a certain Prpportion of bis 
Ea^Ufif itdzpi to Qr, Bre^ and hi^ Af' 
fbciates, towards ere^ing a Capital Fund 
or Stock, for converting the Negroes in 
i^t Bfit*(b Plantations; the Doaor was 
acfjuainted by the Right Honourable, the 
Lord Vifcoiiot Talmfrfiwt foon after Mrr 
D'4^one^ p^th, with bis having left this 
noble Bcqueft, which amounted to the 
Sum of 900// and it happening loQn af^ 
ter, namely, in Cbriftmas 171^, Dr. Bray 
\m fo dangerous a Sicknels, toat his Re-' 
covery was out of Hope j my Lord y^-f- 
mrftm was pleas'd to in^mat^ that it 
would be requisite he ihould nominate and 
appoint, by Deed, fiich as he would defire 
to have A/K>ciates with hun in the Diipo- 
fitiqn of die L^cy * tl^ he accordingly 
did^ chufin^ Gentlemen of whole Aoec* 
^ons to this, and his other pious Defign^ 
he fiad amp}e Experience^ 

The 
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The Dodor fiodiiig by the Word^ of 
> Mr. jyAUimts Will, as well as by hi$ for- 
mer Letters, that he depended much upon 
)um to form and model the Defigp ; that 
he might not be wanting to give the beft 
AiTiftance be could to a Work fo truly 
Chnftia», he immediately applied himfelf 
to forpi a Scheme for the moft ef^dual 
Proceeding in this Af&ir, tho' the Legacy 
could not foon be paid in, yet in A/Hirance 
of its Certainty, being intruded to a Perfoa 
to triily Honourable as my Lord Maimer' 
fiouy he endeavoured, as occafion offer'd, 
to fet it agoing. This he did, by found- 
ing the Inclinations of fome Mimonaries 
lent to him by the Bifhpp of London^ whe- 
ther they womd engage in the Meafures pro* 
pofed for the Inftrudion of the K^roes 
which t^y fhould find (as they would find 
many) in their ieveral Cures ) Thofe 
whom he obretve4 well difpofed to it, he 
fumiihed with Books, .as aecefEury Helps to 
them and their Succefjbrs, in diichiifgtng 
chat P^ <^ their Office ; and as a farther 
encouragement, he. fiiniifh'd them with 
other finaOer Pieces, more immediately pro- 
per for the Inftrudtton of the Negroes; 
When the Leg^y was paid, thceariy If- 
fues from it bang too inconfiderable to ber 
-gin the Work in fiich a manner as might 
affare to himfelf, and his Aflbciates, the 
deor'd Event, there was an apparent Ne^ 

ceflSty 
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fceflity either of breaking in upon tlie Cajn- 
tat, or 6f fitmiihing Books on its Credit. 
The Dodlor bang defirous that the Legacy 
might be handed down to his Succedbrs m 
the Trufti without any Defalcation, chofe 
to nu(ke up the Deficiendes at his own 
Experice, and charge what was expended 
In thde Provifions on. the Fund. He did 
ftot propofe to receive any Intereft for his 
Money, antj at his Deatli, obliged his Exe- 
tutrix to fubmit to- the Difedvantage of a 
gradual Reimbitfftrfrerit. 
> The better to prepare for the Wcnrfc, fiich 
"aS€4me to him being generally yourig-Divirtes 
Who had not read much, he lent therti 
iRich Books as he thought proper to em*> 
ploy their Studied whiUt they (hbuld re- 
mam in L/mdm^^ ^a^ put them upon a C&r 
techetical Exercife on SuHday Evehirigs \tk 
his own Parifh *. IriSted he cottceived It 
would be of fmgulir Ufe to have fuch ^fi(^ 
fioiiaries ohder a Probation here, before 
fentftbt^ and for this End founded a 
Probationary Libmry, that duitog theTim^ 
of their Probation, the;f might ttad ovet 
a whole Courie of Oi'^iAity, \vheteby they 
would be rendered more fit to t^adh, and 
givff feme Specimens of tlieir {^reaching 
jmosL ' • No 

"*' St BiMft without jtt^, vA3A W^Wen itfsa 
oSer'il^ to Ym, aii4 vra$ accepted by him, ixu the Ytu 
I7C6. •' 
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No fix'd and invzrlahk Scheme can bp 
here always purfued, Xim(? and Chai^ of 
Circutnflances may render different Mean 
fures neceflary ; leveral of the Plantation- 
Clergy, want RO other Inducements than 
thofe arifing from the Nature of their 
Fundion, to direi^ their Endeavours tp 
this End. They have not objeded th^ 
Extent of their Cures, but the Scarcity and 
Dearnefs of Books, which are fo neceilary 
to enable them to fucceed in their Labours; 
as the Fund inlarges, it may exrcnd to Po- 
cuniary Gratuities, and other Enpourage* 
ments. as ihall be thought mod expedients 
The Accounts that have been tranfinitted 
from the Plantations, iiifficientl^ diicover 
the Succefs that has lattended this Method 
hitherto oblerv'd in conduding the D^ 
fign ; but the Dodor left his Ailbctates ^ 
liberty to proceed in any other of theiic 
own torming. 

In the \ear 1716^ he was e^iploy'd ia 
^ompofin^ and pintin^ his bireSorium 
Miffionar'mm, his TrtfMrdia Btbliotbe' 
carta, and fome other TnU3s of the lik^ 
^nd. About this Time alfo, he wrote ^ 
(hart Account of Mr.Rawlet, the pioas Au- 
^or of the CbriRian Monitor , repFinte(| 
^ Ijk qi Mr. Giipn and Era/muss Ec 
^lefiafiesi fome of thefe were calculated 
for ^ yie of the Miflion, and in oae, he 
has cnddurour'd tQ fhew,T^t civilizing the 

Indians 
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h£ans mud; be the firft Step, in any fuc-* 
cefiful Attempt for their Craverfion. Irt 
his TrimoriRa Bi/rliatbecaria, we have fe- 
vcral Schemes of Parochtai Libraries, and 
a Method kid down to proceed, by a gra- 
dual Prc^reffion,from Strength to Strength, 
from a Cralei^Qn, not much exceeding, in 
Value, one Pound to an Hundred. His J\t- 
taition to other g^ood Works, 'occafion'd no 
Difcontinuance oi; this Defign, whofe Suct 
eels was (b much the Obje<ft of his Delires^ 
and accordingly BeiMJa^ons came in fo 
faft, that he had Bufinels mough upon his 
Hands to form the Libraries defir'd, and to 
difchaige himlelf of them. As the furnifh- 
tng the Purochud Clergy with the Means 
cS Inftrudion, wou'd be an efiedual Me- 
thod to promote Chrifiian Knowled^ ; To 
apother Expedient, manifeftly fublervient to 
die fame End wou'd b^ he thought, to im- 
print on the Minds of thofe who are ad- 
mitted into the Miniftry, previoufly to 
their Admillion, a juft SeaCe of its various 
Duties, and their ^at Importance ; with 
this View he reprinted the EccUfiafies of 
Erafmus^ a Name of great Authority in the 
RepAlkk <if Letters^ and to whmn theRe- 
eftabliihment of Polite Literature was prin- 
ttpally owing. Thi$ Treatiie was written 
at the Defire of a Biihop of the Bunmjb 
Church, and it is well worthy our Obfer- 
vation, with how much Energy the learned 

Author 
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Author employs all the Arguments that lie 
could think proper, to excite a conlcierr- 
rious Regard to the Weight of the Mini* 
fterial Office, and a becoming Diligence 
in the Difchai^e of it. As excellent as 
this Performance is, it lay before mix d 
and undtflinguiih'd in his voluminous Works, 
and could rarely fall into the Hands of 
any, except thofe few who hav? Accefs to 
publick Libraries ; fo that a diftind: Im-* 
preflion of it, is what the Dodror might 
juftly intend, as a common Benefit to the 
greater Part, of his own Order. Take his 
Opinion of the Book, and his View in 
reprinting it, in his own Words:* " Wiien* 
u ever I take into my Hands this invalu- 
^* able Piece of Erafmus his Ecclefiafier^ 
^^ Qiethinks I eiq)arience what has been 
*^ often ^d to be found by others, with 
^ refped to that of Thomas a Kemfts De 
** Imitatitme Chriftiy namely. That let a 
^* Man read him never fo often, every 
♦* Time he will find fomething new in 
'^ him ; fo poinant, fo penetrating are the 
^^ Periods and Sentiments of the learned 
^ Eraftfmsi relating to this great Con* 
^^ cem, even to the excosding himfelf in 
^ every thing te wrote. 

^* And it were much to be wifli'd, that 

!^ among the many other Tra^s in Divi- 

O , " mty, 

* ^'Scc his Primordia Bibliotbecariai Pages 1 3^ 14, ij. 
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** nlty, or relating to that Subjed, requi- 
" fite to be thoroughly read in our Uni- 
** verfities, by thofe who are defign'd tor 
" the Miniftry, previoufly to their En- 
" trance into Holy Orders. It were to 
** be wiih'd, I fay, that their Perufal of 
** this, or fbme other Tra<St upon the 
** Pafloral Care, were ftrid:ly infifted on, 
*^ and nicely enquired into, before their 
*' College Teftimonials Ihould be granted 
*^ them. And it is moreover humbly ap- 
** prehended, that it would not be amils it 
***a farther and more particular Examina- 
" tion Ihould be made afterwards, by fuch 
•* as ufually examine the Candidates before 
^* their AdmiflSon into Holy Orders, whe- 
*' ther they are fo acquainted with this 
** admirable Piece of ErafmuSy as to have 
** imbibed his noble Sentiments concern- 
" ing the Paftoral Care. Surely if ftich 
" Injundrions were generally given con- 
** cerning a previous Confideration of the 
" Duties of a Minifter, few or none would 
" dare fo precipitately and unpreparedly to 
^' thruft themfelves, merely in view of a 
" Livelihood or Preferment, into the Office 
^* of Deacons and Presbyters, as to many, 
** alas ! have been found to doj widiput 
" confidering, that Onus jingelkis burner is 
" formidandumy as a great Man' fpeaks 
" this of the Paftoral 'Office to be, and 

*!.wi«li- 
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" without confidering how unequal their 
** Shoulders are to bear it. 

" In.ftiort, I may venture to fay, that 

*^ few of thofe many who have written 

*' upon the Nature and Importance of the 

^^ TafioralCare^ ever exceeded the moft 

*' eloquent and learned Erafmus^ in his 

** awtul Way of delivering his Sentiments 

*' on this weighty Office; Every Period in 

Ms firft Book of his Ecclefiaftes^ being fd 

" pungent, and lb admirably well leveU'd 

** at the bbld Precipitancy and wretched 

'** Views witli which many, too many 

^ enter into Holy Orders ; and I am per- 

** fuaded, that being read over before-hand, 

^f. it would deter, fome at leaft, from ven-^ 

^^ tufmg, iUatis manHmSy upon an Office 

^* they are fo little qualified for, as a Thing 

*^ ih itfelfy horricfly profane and audacious 

*? in theni ; and the fcrious and frequent 

*^ iPeruial of the lame afterward, even 

**i4hrough thfi< whole Courfeof a Mini- 

*->*ftiy, would 'ftimulate and invigorate. 

<* even the beft qualified and difpofed 

^* a^ong - us, to execute the facred Truft 

f CO the Hoaoj^ir .of our g^t Redeemer, 

^' aijd the:.pron[ioiicig.of his: Kingdom, by 

** iiic;Deftru<aion of the Donainion ot Sin 

^KandSaoin. - '- r 

-';In:the Year 17x7, an Acquaintance of 

l^iBrays made a cafual Vifit to Whiter 

Chaj^€l PtiiqQy and his Reprefentation of 

G z the 



the miferable State of the Prifoncrs, had 
fuch an Effed oa the Dodor, that he im- 
mediately apply 'd himfelf to folicit Bene- 
fedkions, in order to relieve them, aad he 
had foon Contributions fulBcient to provide 
91 Quantity of Bread, Beef, and Broth oh 
Sundays^ and now and then on the int-er- 
mediatc Days, for this Prifon and the B9^ 
Kough Compter : To Temporal, he always 
endeavour d to join Spiritual Provifioos ? 
and to inure them to the mod diflafl^ful 
Parts of their Office^ the intended MilJio- 
naries were here employ'd in Reading, and 
Preaching. On this Oecafion the Swe was 
j^rft opened, and that Sf eae of Inhumanity 
imperte<aiy difcovcr'd ; x^faich, aftecwards 
fome worthy Patriots of the B^ufe rfC^m^ 
mmsy took ^ much Pains to enquire ineo 
and redreis : That Zeal and Compaffion 
which led them to carry on tliis Xnfpk^ipn, 
and regulate many grofs Abufes, cauxl Dot 
but procure them the Maem of ooe diilia* 
guiihed by fuch an cxcenfive Benev«^DCe 
as Dr. Bray. 

The Divine Goardianibip a|^ar^Iy ae* 
^mpankd faodt\ hi^ Defigns of f<Minding 
Libraries,, aad converting the Negroes. 
The forma, particularly, was advanced 
under the Patronage of Perfons in the 
b^heft Stations; but toeing now far ad- 
vanced in Years, and continually reminded 
of his approaching Change, by the Imbe- 
cility 
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cility and Decays of old Age, he was de- 
firous of eolai^g the Number ef tus Af- 
{bciates, and adding fuch to |h«n« in yrbofib 
Zeal and Integrity be m^ht repofe »pi ep-r 
tire Coa6dence. The £B<|uiry into the 
State of tbe Goals was an Even^ which at 
this Jundhire, providentially occafipned aa 
Interview between the Do^or and Mr. 
(now General) Ogkthorp, Tbjs worthy 
Gentleman, when it was propos.^ wantra 
no.Argiiments to prevail upon 1^ to ac» 
cept tbe Tcuft, and eiK^ged &veral oth^s,* 
fiHB^ of the licft Batik flod Diftin^ion, to 
sd with . him and tbe farmer AiS^tes; s 
all the Undertakings, indeed, lyer^oC iiieb 
a Nature, as well deferved the Support of 
Me^ of great and generous Minds. ' 

To thele two Deiigns of foonflkig Liitoa« 
ries, and inffanidii^ tbe Negroes, a Third 
was now added, which, dio at firft View* 
it appears to be of a diflSerent Nature, has 
a peiivft Coincutence witb them } tile m&t 
ecable Condition of Multdtudes, for w^nt 
of Employment, has of late exd^ tbt 
higheft De^pee of Compaffion in ilieBnafts 
oi aU charitable Perfons ; l^e Provifioi 
which the Lc^iflature bos ma^e, by a l^te. 
kdi for ereding Parilh Work-bouies, proves 
iAfufficient % and therefore, out of the lame 
charitable R^ard to Mankind, a Deliga 
was formed of eftablUhing a Colony in 

* $ee a Lift of the Aflbciates at the End. 



^ikefical-thknw^ cart be 'better 

imided to Confiaetation and Encoiirage- 
indhti • Tile Advatitages wlUch will accrue 
t6 tlfe Piiblidci frdfh liich a Settlement, is 
k SubJcSft 6f t^o large an Extent to be con- 
fid^ed here, and<)utof my Province. 

I muft not omit me&tioning' the ^ Part 
Dr. .5riJ^ b6r€ in eftablMiing the Society 
Far Refa^ infetting lipJ 

Charity-SthaoJs^ and erecaring a Society foi* 
the ^efpif'ofpor ^^felyUs ; mdft pt the 
Religid'us Societies vS London owe grateful 
AckflGWledgmeritis j:o bis Memory, and are 
in a gtHSat- Meafure ft)i:med on tfe I^lans-be 
ppcgefted. ^^' - : 

And now the DocSfcor baving^ happily 
kidged ;i|i6iprlncipaL Defigns in msi . Hands 
of ahle:.Managcri5, being on the Verge of 
the Grave; he could not butteview.hisiUn- 
dedtajcings'twith Complacency, and thank 
th©'^)od Providerice oi:;God, which appear-^ 
edi toifay iuch Trains for their Advatace-, 
mienL His Gonfcience t:rown'd hipijWitfo 
a fccrdt. Applaufe, which was an inexhauftn 
abfe ScmcGoi comfortable RsflQiEti^ns and 
joyful ftfe^es in his laft Minutes. • ? 

, ,■■..■-".'.•?•.' j:he EJSID, :■'/ ■ '. 
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